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but at the time she did so he did not tell her she would die.
On the night he first saw her she told him she was sure she
would die. She lived ten days afterwards.
Mr. Justice Byles asked what were her words, as nearly as

the witness could tell ?
The witness replied that her exact words were, ’’ am sure

to die." Again, before she made the statement, she expressed
an opinion that she would not recover. That was a day or
two before she made the statement. Witness told her she
was very seriously ill. He wrote the statement she made, and
it was embodied in the depositions.
Mr. DALY tendered this statement in evidence, and asked

that it might be read.
Mr. M. WILT,TAMS objected, on the ground that under the

circumstances in which it was made it could not be received.
Mr. Justice BYLES yielded for the present to the objection,

and thought Mr. Williams ought to exercise his right at once
of cross-examining the witness.

Witness, in cross-examination, said he did not tell her she
would die before she made the statement. He told her she
was in great danger ; that as long as there was life there was
hope ; but that they, as her medical advisers, had lost all hope
of her recovery. That was immediately before she made the
statement. He expressed no opinion about her death before
she made it. She spoke of her friends, and wished them to
be written to. He sent for a magistrate, but he did not
attend.
By Mr. Daly.-She said she knew she should die before

the statement was made.
Mr. Justice Byles.-What was the last expression by her

with reference to her state before you actually wrote her words
down ?
Witness.-" I am sure I shall die."
What was the last expression of your opinion as to her

state before you wrote what you did ?-I told her she would
not recover.
Mr. Daly again tendered the statement as evidence ; and
Mr. Williams objected, as before, that it was not receivable

under the circumstances in which it was made. He remarked
that the witness, without meaning it, had contradicted him-
self two or three times.

After much discussion, Mr. Justice Byles held that the person
making dying declarations must either be, or suppose himself
to be, in a dying state. He had thought at first to reserve this
point, but now he should not do so. He would decide at once that
the objection was a valid one, and that the statement tendered
could not be received. He could not decide in favour of the
prosecution unless he believed that the woman knew she was
in a dying state at the time she made it. The evidence of the
medical man was not to be reconciled, and the statement here
made was not upon oath.

Mr. Daly admitted that the medical man had contradicted
himself.
Mr. Justice Byles said he must reject the statement, because

he did not see clearly that Mrs. Sloman knew she was passing
out of this world, and that all terrestrial things, so far as she
was concerned, were coming to an end.
Mr. Daly admitted that if the statement were rejected the

case for the prosecution must fall.
Mr. Justice Byles then told the jury that, assuming upon

the evidence that the unfortunate deceased died from the
criminal attempt made upon her to procure abortion, there
was no testimony to prove who made that attempt, and the
prisoner must be acquitted.
The jury immediately returned a verdict of " Not Guilty."
The same prisoner and her daughter, Caroline Forester, were

then indicted on the coroner’s inquisition (the bill against the
latter prisoner having been thrown out by the grand jury), for
the manslaughter of Mrs. Sloman.
Upon this indictment Mr. Daly offered no evidence.
A verdict of " Not Guilty " was taken, and both the pri-

soners were discharged.

Parliamentary Intelligence.
HOUSE OF LORDS.

JUNE 18TH.

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE AT POLICE STATIONS.

THE Marquis TOWNSHEND asked whether any instructions
had recently been given to the police relative to the treatment
of persons in a state of insensibility taken to police stations.

Lord STANLEY of ALDERLEY was understood to say thab the
police had been instructed on such occasions to send for medi.
cal assistance. 

____

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
JUNE 14TH.

POOR-LAW BOARD REPORTS.

Colonel HOGG asked the President of the Poor-law Board
whether he would lay the reports of Mr. Farnall and Dr.
Smith on the state of the metropolitan workhouses when com-
plete upon the table of the House.
Lord ENFIELD replied that the report of Mr. Farnall was

complete, and as soon as that of Dr. Smith was ready both
would be laid on the table of the House.

MEDICAL OFFICERS OF THE ARMY AND NAVY.

In reply to a question from Colonel North, Mr. CHILDERS
said that in July last the College of Physicians wrote to the
War Office, complaining that the status of the army surgeons
was unsatisfactory, and to the Admiralty, stating that the
condition of the navy surgeons was not on a par with the army
surgeons. In consequence of these representations the two
departments had appointed a committee to inquire into the
rank, pay, and position of the surgeons. The Treasury were
not yet aware of the result of the inquiry, but when they
should be placed in possession of the views of the two depart-
ments they would be able to deal with both the army and
navy surgeons. The question was an important one, and in-
volved the expenditure of a considerable amount of public
money.

REGISTRATION OF DOGS.

Mr. BUTLER asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department whether it was the intention of her Majesty’s
Government to introduce during the present session any mea-
sure for the registration of dogs, with a view to the prevention
of hydrophobia and of other injuries to person and property,
for which the owners of dogs are not now practically respon-
sible.

Sir G. GREY replied that a measure would shortly be intro.
duced to abate the nuisance complained of. (Hear.)

I PUBLIC HEALTH BILL.

On the motion of Mr. BRUCE, the Select Committee on
the Public Health Bill was nominated.
Mr. BRUCE obtained leave to bring in a Land Drainage

Supplemental Bill to confirm a provisional order under " The
Land Drainage Act, 1861." "

JUNE 19TH.
THE RINDERPEST.

Mr. NORWOOD asked the Vice-President of the Committee
of Council on Education whether he was aware that the pro-
vinces of Groningen and Friesland, in Holland, had been and
still were free from the rinderpest, and that stringent pre-
cautions were taken by the authorities there to prevent its
introduction ; and whether the attention of the committee
was directed to the advisability of an immediate relaxation of
the prohibition of the import of cattle from Groningen and
Friesland.
Mr. BRUCE said he believed it was true that the cattle in

those two provinces had been and still were free from the

rinderpest ; and precautions had been taken by the authorities
there to prevent its introduction. The Government had
recently directed inquiries to be made with a view to see

whether the importation of cattle could be permitted without
any danger of contact with diseased animals.

METROPOLITAN WORKHOUSES.

Mr. DAVENPORT BROMLEY put the question of which he
had given notice on this subject ; but as it was afterwards
discovered that the President of the Poor-law Board was not
in his place, the matter dropped without any answer being
given.

WESTERN MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SOCIETY OF

LONDON.-The following officers for the session 1866-7 were
elected at the last annual meeting :-President : Dr. Fuller.
Vice-presidents : Mr. Prescott Hewett, Dr. Marcet, Mr. T.
Dickinson, and Dr. Anstie. Council: Dr. Way, Mr. Vasey,
Dr. D. Davies, Mr. Traer, Mr. Knight, Dr. Daniell, Dr. Bland-
ford, Mr. T. Holmes, Mr. J. R. Lane, Dr. Morell Mackenzie,
Mr. Nayler, and Dr. Fyfe. Treasurer: Dr. Baines. Hon.
Secretaries : Mr. Milner and Mr. C. Hunter. Hon. Librarian:
Dr. Godwin. Auditors : Mr. T. Taylor and Mr. Hall.


